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to consider suggested changes in the secondary-school curriculum
and the problems of school examinations. The Norwood
Committee recommended that "in the interest of the individual
child and of the increased freedom and responsibility of the teaching
profession, change in the School Certificate Examination should be
in the direction of making the examination entirely internal, that
is to say, conducted by the teachers at the school on syllabuses and
papers framed by themselves." (P. 140.) Such a drastic reorganisa-
tion of the examination called for a transitional period during which
the School Certificate examination would be carried out by the
existing examining bodies and supervised by a Standing Committee
of eight teachers, four members of L.E.A.s, four university
members, and four H.M.I s acting as assessors. The schools
should be encouraged to offer their own syllabuses, and some of
the present ones should be lightened. No restrictions should be
placed on the subjects pupils wished to offer, but such changes
would require two years notice given by the examining bodies. It
was suggested that the transition period should be seven years, at
the end of which the whole problem would be reviewed to decide
whether conditions were such that a change to a wholly internal
examination would be possible.
The Norwood Committee thought that a school-leaving exam-
ination should be conducted twice a year for pupils of eighteen-plus
to meet the requirements of university entrance and of entry into the
professions. Pupils should take in this examination the subjects
required for their particular purpose. The present Higher School
Certificate examination should be abolished and State and Local
Education Authority scholarships should be awarded on another
basis. The winning of a scholarship at a university "should
constitute a claim upon public funds for assistance towards the cost
of living at the university, subject to evidence of the need." The
university examining bodies should hold an examination in March
for the award of State and Local Education Authority scholarships.
Recommendations would be made to L.E.A.s by the examining
bodies and would be considered by specially appointed boards, who
would take into account performance in the examination and the
school records of candidates. The State would make the final
award and bear the cost of the scholarships. It was thought that
the amount of the scholarships should be sufficient to enable the
holders to take a full part in university life and activities. Many
L.E.A.s had for some years assisted university candidates by loans,